First Female President of the Batelians’ Association at Batley Grammar School


The Batelians’ Association (the former pupils’ organisation) at Batley Grammar School has now got its first female President. Jill Bellhouse, née  Gettings, attended the school in 1993 when it was co-ed in the 6th Form only. She continued her studies at Reading University where she graduated with a BA HONS in Music and then completed a PGCE in Primary Education. Jill has been teaching for 10 years.


Jill said “I’m delighted to accept the position of President of the Batelians’ Association and it’s quite an honour to be the first female. We are a small but very active committee. As well as organising social gatherings/reunions for former pupils and supporting the school, we are also trying to increase the members on our database so we can keep in touch with as many former pupils as possible. As a committee we are really looking forward to the 400th Anniversary celebrations and we are very excited about Batley Grammar School’s proposed move to Academy status. The school has been part of the community for four centuries and the proposal will allow us to better fulfil the founder’s aims and provide opportunties for the community.”

The Batelians’ Association is assisting the school in its 400th Anniversary celebrations in 2012 by trying to gather materials for a  publication to mark the occasion. If you have any photos, images, illustrations, correspondence, school books, uniform, P.E kit, videos, audio tapes or objects which reflect the history of the school, please email cbanham@batleygrammar.co.uk or alternatively contact Dr Chris Banham at the school on 01924 474980.

As the number of former pupils registering with the Batelians’ Association database increases, the committee is also looking to expand. If any former pupils would like to assist the Association or help with future events by joining the committee, they should contact the Secretary, Oliver Tiplady, at olivertiplady@hotmail.com

Are you a former pupil of the school? Are you on the database? Are your details up to date? You can contact the membership secretary through the Batelians’ page on the school website or email alumni@batleygrammar.co.uk. Alternatively, correspondence can be sent to the school FAO Batelians’ Association.
