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25 March 2011
To all Parents (Senior and Junior School)  
Dear Parents  
We are writing to all parents in both Senior School and Priestley House with news and updated information regarding the Free School. 

Our business case, submitted at the beginning of February was under scrutiny by the DfE before going to the Business Case Board. It has progressed from this hurdle to the desk of the minister and we await his decision on this which we now anticipate will be around the end of the month.

In the meantime the Free School Trust has been set up and is now incorporated and, having done this, we are legally obliged to further consult in the name of the new trust, the Batley Academy Trust. Please note the new trust name does not mean the name of the school will change – there will be no name change!
We had hoped to combine this letter about yet another consultation with the minister’s decision on the business case. However, due to local elections taking place in May and being unable to start a consultation process within a month of elections we are writing to you now to ensure that we leave enough time to initiate the consultation and give due regard to holidays; yet another hurdle but hopefully almost the last!
We thank you for your patience, during this lengthy period, together with your many e-mails and comments of encouragement and support. We are aware that, as is inevitably the case, some of you are closely following the progress of Free Schools and are regular visitors to the DfE website. You will now find a link from our website to that of the DfE and also to our proposal.
You may also be aware, therefore, that of the 323 proposals received nationally, 40 have been approved to move to business case and plan stage or beyond, and of these, 11 have been approved to move to the pre-opening stage or beyond. Of the 11 proposers with projects in the pre-opening stage, one has entered into a funding agreement with the Secretary of State.

Part of the next stage will involve the Secretary of State entering into a funding agreement with the Free School. Prior to this we have a statutory obligation to, once again, as mentioned above, consult with stakeholders. A consultation submission form is available on the website www.batleygrammar.co.uk; just click on the Free School funding agreement consultation icon on the home page, where you will be directed to a submission form and will be able to indicate your support for the Secretary of State signing the funding agreement and add a comment if you so wish. Should anyone need or prefer a paper copy then one is available on request. Please contact the school office 01924 474980.
The fair banding admissions testing for the September 2011 cohort took place in December and we have recently allocated places according to our Admissions Policy (this of course remains a draft policy until the funding agreement is signed). The cohort, including our own Priestley House pupils were equally distributed into 5 ability bands and then equal numbers of places were made available in each band. We anticipate a 3 form entry next year with 84 in the year group. Interestingly, the spread of ability amongst the external applicants reflected the same spread of ability of our internal applicants. This is encouraging for those of you who had concerns about the ability range entering the school as a Free School. On a less positive note we have only been able to provisionally accept approximately one third of those pupils who would wish to come here so sadly two thirds of applicants were disappointed. 

Our original Free School proposal was approved for September 2011 on the understanding that we would be able to open in our existing buildings and therefore would not be reliant upon a capital investment for further building. Whilst we are hopeful that the future demand for places will justify a further building project we have to be realistic in the short term with regard to funding available and the ‘period of austerity’ to which the DfE regularly refer.
Whilst the details of our business case and its exemplifications remain a confidential document, the executive summary highlights the many strengths of the existing school which we aim to retain in the Free School. These obviously include the traditional ethos and values, the strong behavioural policies resulting in the high level of discipline, the excellent pastoral care, the school’s emphasis on personal responsibility and lastly but not least the excellent teaching resource. In short we intend to preserve and combine all of these with a contemporary education which is fit for purpose.
Some minor building works will allow us to make more effective use of existing space, particularly in Priestley House, where we anticipate there may be a small number of additional places available for September 2011. Again, we have literally hundreds of people interested in those places but have not, as yet, allocated pupils to places. We hope to finalise this in April and, to very shortly, bring you further news.
In the meantime please assist us in the completion of yet another consultation we are obliged to carry out, this time in the name of the new trust. Thank you.
Yours sincerely,


D. PEEL           

   B P TULLIE (Mrs)

Chair of Governors

   Head 

on behalf of the
Batley Academy Trust
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