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Mrs Brigid Tullie
Head

01 April 2011
Dear Parents
Batley Grammar School’s Business Case receives approval from the Secretary of State.
I know that many of you have been keenly awaiting news of further progress with regard to our Free School Business Case.
I have recently been notified by the Department for Education that the Secretary of State has approved our Business Case and we now move into the pre-opening stage. This will involve signing the funding agreement and we anticipate that this will occur sometime after the Easter holiday period. 
We are highly delighted with this news and the chart below indicates our updated progress through the Free School process:








As a school which “fosters self-confidence and self-discipline in individuals who treat each other with respect and courtesy” (ISI FEB 2010), Batley Grammar School is strong brand and has firm foundations on which it will build the Free School. 
We will continue to focus on academic excellence and intend to fully maintain the traditional ethos, values and strong discipline combining these with a contemporary education, fit for purpose in the 21st century. 
The move to become a Free School, and return to the maintained sector, means that we are able to offer these opportunities to a significantly larger number of boys and girls, who would not otherwise have been able to benefit from a Batley Grammar School education. 
The Chair of Governors and I recently wrote to you about the Funding Agreement consultation which is currently ongoing until the 28th April. This consultation, which can be accessed via our website www.batleygrammar.co.uk , provides an opportunity for stakeholders and others to indicate their level of support for the Secretary of State entering into a funding agreement with the School and to comment upon the impact it would have in the community.
I hope that you will avail yourself of the opportunity to participate and, as usual, I am available if you have any questions.
Yours sincerely
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