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BATLEY GRAMMAR SCHOOL 

AND PRIESTLEY HOUSE 

Newsletter Spring Term 2011  

  Batley Grammar School Celebrating Success  

S u c c e s s f u l  Y o r k s h i r e 

b u s i n e s s m a n ,  L a w r e n c e 

Tomlinson, presented the 

prizes at Batley Grammar 

School Speech Day on Friday, 

7 th  January.   Mr Tomlinson, 

who grew up in Batley and 

attended the school between 

1975 and 1980, delivered an 

entertaining address recalling 

his school days, the friends he 

had made and the teachers 

who had inspired him.   

He credited the school with 

setting him on the path to 

future success.  From starting 

up a company which purchased 

a care home from his parents, 

operating six care homes under 

the banner of Tricare, he saw a 

gap in the market for a 

developer who could build 

quality care homes and 

established LNT Construction.  

His business continued to 

flourish, even allowing Mr 

Tomlinson to indulge in his 

passion for motor racing by 

acquiring the British sports car 

marque Ginetta Cars.  

Mr Tomlinson was thanked for 

his memorable contribution to 

Speech Day by School Captain, 

Kaiya Stone, who amused the 

special guest (and the 

audience) by reading out 

excerpts from his school 

report!  Kaiya has enjoyed 

success of her own recently by 

being offered a place to study 

Classics at St Hildaõs College, 

Oxford .  
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A FEW  

OF THE SCHOOLõS 

 PRIZE WINNERS 
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PLATINUM READING AWARD 

Shivani Chauhan , in year 8, is 

the first student in this school 

year to achieve a Platinum 

Award.  

In the eight years since the 

a w a r d  s c h e m e  w a s 

introduced, only seven 

Platinum Certificates have 

been awarded in the summer 

term.  

During the school year 

Shivani has read and reviewed 

an incredible 32 fiction 

books!  

At least half of these were 

from a carefully selected list 

of recommended titles and, 

for the Platinum award, all the 

books  w er e  f ro m a 

demanding list of classic 

fiction.  

To achieve Platinum reading 

standard at this stage of the 

school year demonstrates an 

exceptional  commitment to 

reading and we congratulate 

Shivani on her success.  

 

The English - Speaking Union 

Public Speaking Competition 

for Schools was held in 

Doncaster at Danum School 

Technology College.   

Our Team of Year 10 girls 

included  Rebecca Crewe,  who 

spoke against the belief òThat 

physical force is a justifiable 

method of punishing childrenó. 

Chair  Saraah Hafez and 

questioner Liberty Martin both  

worked with Joselene Katayama 

from North Halifax Grammar 

School and spoke on the topic 

òWritten exams are the least 

effective form of assessment.ó 

North Halifax were the 

eventual winners.  Best speaker 

went to Sophie Robinson from 

Cundall Manor School.  

Well done to our girls for 

taking on the challenge of 

speaking in front of an 

unknown audience,  which 

included teachers and judges 

from other Yorkshire schools.  

DEBATING SOCIETY 

On Wednesday 16 th  March, Year 2 spent a very foggy but 

atmospheric morning exploring Ledston Woods with The 

Countryside Foundation.  

The children had to collect a wide variety of items from the floor of 

the woods and measure the girth and the height of the trees. They 

went on a Mini Beast Hunt and constructed pieces of art work from 

natural materials in the style of Andrew Goldsworthy.  

  DOWN IN THE WOODS WITH YEAR 2 
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Schoo l  has had  many 

successful runners in the past, 

but never the West Yorkshire 

Schools Champion!  

Advanced -  Olivia Otway, Emily Schofield  

Proficiency -  Hannah Brayshaw, Jessica Brooke, Avneet Cheema, 

Declan Chisholm, Natasha Ferguson, Ellie Gilman, James Hirst, 

Harry Hodgson, Hamdan Ikram, Sarah Inman - Rollin, Sohail khan, 

Olivia Lajca, Tom Lester, Jenny Senior, Isabelle Shearstone  

  ARMY PROFICIENCY CERTIFICATE AWARDS 

The majority of training that 

the Army section of the CCF 

undertake  counts towards 

something called the Army 

Proficiency Certificate.  Cadets 

are trained and tested in skill at 

arms and shooting, drill, field 

craft, map and compass and 

first aid.  When they have 

completed this, they then 

progress to the Advanced Army 

Proficiency Certificate training 

which includes similar subjects 

but at a more difficult level.   

B o t h  A r my  P r o f i c i e n c y 

Certificates and Advanced 

Certificates were recently 

presented to the school pupils.  

Annabelle Mason won the West 

Yorkshi re Schools Cross 

Country Championship (Junior 

Girls) on Saturday 5 th  February 

2011. In a race that took about 

11 minutes, she won by a 

massive 29 seconds.  

She will now represent West 

Yorkshire at the English Schools 

Cross Country Championships 

in Nottingham. Batley Grammar 

West Yorkshire Schools Cross Country Champion  
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CCF GO SKIING 

Seventeen cadets from years  

9 -  12 went skiing in 

Scotland over February half 

term.  More than half the 

group had never skied before 

but by the end of the week 

everyone was skiing fairly 

comfortably down blue runs.  

The snow held out (just!) for 

us, allowing for  five full days 

on the slopes.  

 Watch out for exciting 

information coming out soon 

about next yearõs trip! 

Children in Priestley House 

have been having swimming 

lessons at Batley Sports Centre 

for the whole of the Spring 

term. Many of the children in 

Years 2, 3 and 3/4 were not 

able to swim at all when they 

began but have now developed 

a great deal of confidence in 

the water and have succeeded 

in learning to swim. Others 

have developed their existing 

swimming skills and learnt a 

range of new strokes.  

As the photographs show, the 

children have without doubt 

enjoyed the experience.  

SPLASHING OUT 


