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Batley Grammar School Batelians’ Association Newsletter
2010
We rely on news from former pupils! Please send anything of interest to

alumni@batleygrammar.co.uk

In this Newsletter : 
Batelians’ News; Obituaries; Other News

Batelians’ News
Andy Sheldon (1966-1974)
Living in Canada since 1979, with wife Sylvie and 2 boys James and Alex. Managing a mid size biotech company specialising in vaccine manufacture.

Lee Garside (1985-1992)

Release manager, UPC (Amsterdam, Netherlands). Happily married with son Aaron (3) and daughter Isabelle (1). Still wakes up in a sweat at the thought of being sent to Knockers (Dr Knowles) office.

Matt Hartley (1987-1994)

Recently made a company director for the same company (C&C Group) that I have worked for the past 7 years. Daughter, Imogen Zoe Hartley, born 28th November last year:.  

Gareth Evans (1963-1970)

Recently taken early retirement from my job of the last 25 years or so as Lecturer to Professor at The University of Sydney (latterly as Associate Dean for Research in the Faculty of Veterinary Science). Did research in animal breeding in Australia, USA, Canada, and France. Supervised 30-odd PhD students and published 160 papers and a book (not bad for someone who never took a single biology lesson at BGS!). Spending more time with a young family, including two boys Huw (11) and Emlyn (9), and coaching their football teams. Doing a bit of part-time teaching, research and consultancy in reproductive technology in various parts of the world (South America, France, most recently in Iran). I try to get back to UK to see family every couple of years or so, and keep in touch with former mentors Peter Wrigley and Brian Dowson.  Best memories all to do with great relationships with teachers and fellow students, and the many football and cricket battles within the school and with our local foes (stirring up Bernard Knowles in the process!) - and for a few years with the Old Boys (with the older Ian Bland, John Tomlinson and a few other worthies).  I was proud to bring my boys to the school to show them the sport trophies with my name, and those of my dad and uncle, on a few years ago.

Stuart Robertshaw

I’ve just stood down after 2 years as President of the Insurance Institute of Leeds, now hold position of Vice President and Charities Representative and elected to Regional Representative on Chartered Insurance Institute national Council representing Leeds, Bradford and Halifax Institutes.  Still head up Robertshaw Technical Insurance Services, now the business is based in Ossett.

David Dean

Director of Guys and St Thomas Hospital in London since 2007. Previously working for Japanese Bank ‘Nomura’ in Hong Kong until 2005. Also concert pianist  - been giving regular recitals since 2006. Living in Dulwich, married  to Katerina since 1990 (wedding was in Batley).
Tony Stanley (1969-1976)
I run a small business from home (PolyCoversDirect Ltd). I have 2 children, one at London University studying Theology and another about to take her AS levels.

The only person I would like to know more about, as I haven’t seen him since leaving school in 1976, is Andrew Noble. Any news please to alumni@batleygrammar.co.uk 
Andrew Wood (1970-1978)

I have been in Thailand  20 years next year, and I have been General Manager of the Chaophya Park Hotel, Bangkok, for the last 8 years. Our recent red shirt protests were headline news across the globe but we are all getting on with our lives. It is almost normal once again and we are all looking forward to welcoming everyone back to the Land of Smiles. Happy to hear from everyone... andrew@chaophyapark.com
Ben Hobson (1997-2004)

Moving to South Korea in August 2010 to begin a new role teaching English in a public school.

Philip Shaw (1993)

Director of Virorum Limited; Chief Technology Officer, Digital Theatre Limited.
Live in Chiswick, London.
Becky Percival (2006)

I have just completed a PGCE in Physical Education and start my PE teaching job in September at All Saints Catholic High school in Sheffield.
Andrew Slocombe (left in 1996)

My current abode is in Sydney, Australia.

Robin Fell

I'm actually a freelance IT architect these days, specialising in Business Intelligence systems. I'm moving to Vancouver in November 2010 for snowboarding, golf and the great outdoors! Myself and my Canadian wife had a baby girl last April, and we have another on the way, due in September. We also have two very charismatic Bengal cats. I've got many happy memories, both of friends and teachers. I would like to give a very warm thank-you to a couple of my teachers if I may? Particularly Mr Carter who taught me maths, 7 years on-the-trot - I have a lot to thank him for - a most excellent teacher and a good all round gent. I'd also like to pay homage to Gordon Goldthorpe - A real eccentric who really made school fun - you never knew what he was going to do next. I will never forget him singing at us in his powerful operatic voice, shouting in disbelief at someone's dodgy attempt at a crotchet and falling off his chair once during class. Also, it would be nice to hook up with anyone from my year who might also be on Facebook. I live in London these days, but it's good to know what the guys are up to.
Chris Ryder

I moved to South Africa in 1970 having completed 5 years with Clarks Shoes in Somerset. Although I have lived all over the country now reside in Johannesburg with my wife and youngest son. Jhb is one mass of flags and decor for the world cup, it looks great and everybody is one big happy family even though our team are out.
I rarely get over to the UK although my 2 brothers are still there and my eldest daughter lives in Lincoln with my 2 grandkids. My eldest son is in Durban and I have an adopted daughter in Jhb, she also has 2 kids. My mother passed away 2 years ago just short of 89.
I still have fond memories of BGS, I was recently in contact with Mr Battye who organised £ 200 as a donation to a charity I was dealing with.
Although still involved consulting to the footwear industry worldwide, I am semi retired and spend time through Rotary International helping the local community. The effects of HIV/Aids are horrendous; orphans, people dying like flies, it really is upsetting (I recently met a family where the head of the household was 6 years old). Enough of that, unless any of the old crowd feel like getting involved they can contact me  jcr@chrisryder.co.za
Oliver Walker
Having left BGS to study at Greenhead College Sixth Form in Huddersfield, I went on to study Chemistry and Philosophy at the University of St Andrews. It wasn't an easy combination!
In the few years after leaving university, I formed a freelance web design company and progressed into all forms of graphic design. I'm now the Design and Marketing Manager for the University of St Andrews Students' Association, promoting all aspects of the organisation, from our Freshers' Week and events throughout the year to the national campaigns and arts festivals that we run. I still keep in touch with a lot of friends from BGS, and would like to hear what people are up to.www.facebook.com/oliwalker
Colonel Stephen Padgett OBE (1978 – 1980)

It is now 30 years since I was commissioned into the Prince of Wales’s Own Regiment of Yorkshire and I continue to enjoy the challenges and variety of a military life.  In May 2009 I completed a 3 year tour of duty embedded with the staff of United States Strategic Command in Omaha, Nebraska.  It was a fascinating experience as that organisation is, amongst other things, responsible for US nuclear, space and cyber capabilities.  I’ve moved now to a new 3 year appointment, also in the US, as Head of Strategic Plans and Policy for NATO’s Allied Command Transformation in Norfolk, Virginia.  With a talented team of officers and civilians from nations across the Alliance working for me, there is never a dull moment.

Omaha was about as far from the sea as one can get in the USA, so moving to the east coast involved a significant change of scene.  We live in a (rented) house on the Elizabeth River that flows into Chesapeake Bay.  It has a jetty so we just had to get a boat!  The views, the wildlife and the waterskiing are sources of great pleasure when I have the time to enjoy them.  Despite the obvious challenge of distance and the 5 hour time difference, my wife, Amanda, runs a UK based business from our home office, distracted occasionally by ospreys catching fish just yards from her window.

Living in the US is certainly different, at times frustrating but always interesting.  It’s much more foreign than we thought it would be, even compared to the various bits of western Europe we found ourselves living in over the past 26 years of married life.  We’ve made the most of opportunities for travel and have had some outstanding trips taking in 29 of the 50 States (so far) and some of the most spectacular of this Country’s excellent National Parks.  It’s been a great experience for our children to fly out here to spend holidays with us, first from boarding school (Malvern College) and more recently from Bristol University where Thomas is studying Archaeology and from where Georgina graduated as a dental surgeon this summer.

Toby Smithson (1983 – 1990)

Taken time out from advising government IT projects about communications and stakeholder management to focus on triathlon qualifying for the British Age Group Team in both standard (Sept 2009, World Championships, Australia) and long distance teams (June 2010, European Championships, Spain). Live in London. I visit family still living in Batley and Morley regularly.
Would love to hear from old class mates and/or anyone interested in sponsoring me. I wonder what time I can do the five minute run in these days!

Vernon C. Sykes (1939 – 1946)

I am 82 and am still working two and a half days a week at my private Hypnotherapy clinic in Morley. Earlier on in life, alongside a full time private clinic I spent 5 yrs as consulting Hypnotheraptist at Leeds General infirmary's Pain clinic and around 15yrs at weekly sessions for the NHS at the Fountain Medical Centre in Morley. As Hypnotherapy is the most misunderstood therapy, yet one of the most amazing, I have spent a lot of time facilitating work shops for Medical, Pharmaceutical and lay people. Batlians’ of the war years will probably remember me as being in the BGS Cadet force. 
John Courouble (1989 – 1996)
Living in London, doing local government policy work in Westminster, occasionally DJing in Islington, and always happy to hear from anyone of our generation who has drifted to the big city.

John Farrington (1953 – 1959)
Shall be in Yorkshire holidaying during June, July and August 2010 and would love to hear from any of my old school pals. It becomes of more significance as we mature to be able to relive old memories and experiences. I was in the Class of 1953 and have been able to reacquaint with several of that year or 1952. There are, however, a lot still out there in the ether somewhere I would like to meet up with. Have vehicle and will travel!

Phil Abbott (1988 - 1995)

Having been teaching for 7 years, I am a trainee headteacher in the Primary sector, hoping to graduate in November. Currently living and working in Essex, also busy running a successful Rugby League team, Brentwood Elvers RLFC and continuing my work in the musical field, appearing regularly on TV, radio and CDs. Most recent gigs include with Jools Holland, Beverley Knight and Ruby Turner.

 

James Child (1994 - 1999)

Graduated from the University of Reading in December 2008 with a First Class Honours degree in BSc Estate Management.  Subsequently qualified as a Chartered Surveyor in May 2010 and continue to work for Leeds City Council, albeit on a part-time basis following my appointment in January 2010 to the Super League panel of rugby league referees.
Mike Green (1949 – 1956)

Qualified in Leeds in 1962. Worked in Leeds and Wakefield. Originally intended career in clinical paediatrics, so JHMO in Pontefract, then registrar on Professorial Unit in Leeds.

Entered University Department of Forensic Medicine in Leeds in 1966, but threat of closure made a change of scenery desirable, so went off to Australia. Worked with Royal Flying Doctor Service in Port Augusta (South Australia) for nearly 2 years, then to NSW as Government Forensic Medical Officer in Sydney. 

Returned to UK in late 1969, and spent 6 inglorious months as a GP in inner city Leeds. Retrained in General Pathology in Leeds, and went back into Forensic work as soon as possible. 

Appointed Senior Lecturer/Consultant in Leeds Dept in 1974. Remained there until 1990, when appointed professor in University of Sheffield. Retired in 1999,but since then have continued to work as independent consultant, maintaining interest in paediatric sudden and unexpected death  in particular.

Periods as external examiner in Dundee, Belfast, Malaysia, Singapore and Sri Lanka

Home Office Pathologist from 1974 to 2001. Lectured in Scandinavia, Germany, Italy ,Japan, Sri Lanka, Canada, USA and Australasia. Amnesty work in Myanmar (Burma) and Malawi.

Research interests were in Post-mortem interval estimation, Plant toxins (mainly ricin) but principally ophthalmic and lung consequences of physical child abuse.

Service with RAMC(TA). Long term BMA activist. President of British Association in Forensic Medicine. Numerous Royal College of Pathologists and Government Working Party activities. Qualifications MB ChB FRCPath  FFFLM, DCH DObstRCOG DMJ

Since retirement have been involved in Bristol and Alder Hey Inquiries, Savile (Bloody Sunday) Inquiry, Gaul and Marchioness Inquiries, Tissuie retention Inquiry in Irish Republic and several high-profile Child Abuse cases. Now trying to slow down! Lectured on Child Abuse and SIDS in Australia, Canada, USA and Singapore/Malaysia. Locum Pathologist Darwin (Aus) for 3 months in 2002, and again in 2007. Also been expert witness in several high-profile Australian cases.

Still do some medico-legal work. Give lectures and write occasional papers.  Second edition of book on Death –published April 06. Contributed to American text book on Child Abuse 2007. Worked for a children’s medical charity in Uganda until 2009. Continued to work part-time teaching/autopsies at Leeds General Infirmary until June 2010.
Leisure interests include Microscopes, lantern slides motor bikes, Morris Minors, music and model railways. Old scientific instruments and grandchildren also receive attention!

Philip Bembridge

Just finishing my second year of medical school, we're visiting patients around Leeds after the summer.
Tom Leamon

I retired as VP of Liberty Mutual and Director of the Research Institute for Safety in Massachusetts  and, until our "final" home is completed in Western Mass, Geraldine (nee Bland)  and I are living in our lake-house in Maine where I (badly) fly fish and (even worse) sail my little gaff rigged boat "Morning Glory".  My travel has dropped off but last year I was happy to be invited to visit Taiwan and Tokyo although Taiwan in October is definitely better than Tokyo in January. I keep in touch with a handful of my contemporaries but would welcome hearing from others of class of '58 by email or even by dropping in - once we get the new house completed.
Tony Dickinson

I retired from the European Space Agency, based in the Netherlands, in 2000 and am now settled in Somerset. Since retiring I have been busy with my lifelong interest in archaeology. I went part-time to first Exeter and then Bristol University and graduated in 2007. I am now active with a local archaeological research group. I married in 1965 so have just celebrated my 45th wedding anniversary. We have two daughters, both of whom have two children.

I attended the reunion last year and enjoyed seeing Batley Grammar School for the first time since leaving in 1961; some things haven't changed, others are unrecognisable. I met a few of my cohort at the reunion and would be pleased to hear from any others.

Richard Sharp

Working as a lawyer at a firm called Ogier. Have been living in Guernsey since December 2007. Got married last summer (July 2009) to Kate.

Obituaries
Brian Smith
PE teacher and later a Maths teacher. Fondly referred to as ‘Basher’. Famous for his well used slipper, and doing a hand stand on the stage on his last day at school. Died in Spain, where he lived, in 2009.

Jason Antony Whittingham (born December 15th 1971)
Died suddenly on 13th April 2009 at his home in Towcester, Northamptonshire.
Geoffrey Tolson (12th July 1923 – 8th May 2010)
Born in Batley and educated at Batley Parish Junior School, Geoffrey passed the 11+ and was then at Batley Grammar School from 1935-41. He joined the Tank Regiment in 1941 and then Hunts textile mills in Batley from 1945 - he rose to become Managing Director until it closed in 1971. He started his own shoddy mill business in Ossett in 1969, which he ran successfully until his retirement in 1986. He was Captain of Howley Hall Golf Club in 1966 and was president for 13 years between 1977 and 1990. He enjoyed a full life - being a Freemason for 50 years - and remained in Birstall until November 2008 when he moved to Huddersfield.
He leaves behind a widow, Barbara, daughter Sally, and two grandchildren.

Charles David Sheard (born 14th October 1929)

Born at Tidswell Street, Heckmondwike, one of two children to Fred and Ida Sheard. The family moved to Howden Lea, White Lea Road, Healey some years later and he attended Healey Junior School next door to the family home.
Aged nine he started at Batley Boys' Grammar School, leaving at age 13 to attend Rossall School, Fletwood, Lancs, where he played Rugby Union and took part in cross country. At the age of 17 he went to Leeds University to study textiles and from there he joined the Army to complete his National Service, serving as a Lieutenant in the Duke of Wellington Regiment.
Two years later, he was to join his father and uncle, Reginald Arthur Sheard, in the family textile business at Carr Mills, Birstall, Charles Sheard & Sons Ltd and Angora (Birstall) Ltd., eventually becoming managing director and chairman.
For 20 years Mr Sheard, his wife Pat and their children Susan and Simon, lived at Staincliffe Hall, Batley. He became the secretary of the Parochial Church Council at Christ Church, Staincliffe, next door to the family home.  He also became Worshipful Master of the Amphibious Lodge, Heckmondwike, following in a family tradition.
Mr Sheard died on February 12th at Dewsbury Hospital after a short illness. He had five grandchildren.
The Charles David Sheard Breath of Life Fund (part of the British Lung Foundation) has been set up in his memory to raise money for research into lung disease.
Other news

First female Batelian’s Association president

Jill Bellhouse has recently become President , taking over from Charles Wyatt. Jill was the former Vice President, and became the first female president of the Batelians' Association in the history of Batley Grammar School.

Academy or Free School status?
“Academies are publicly funded independent schools, free from local authority control. Other freedoms include setting their own pay and conditions for staff, freedom from following the National Curriculum, and the ability to change the lengths of their terms and school days. There are plans for further freedoms for academies in the way they engage in local partnerships and deliver 14-19 education. ‘Free Schools’ are all-ability state-funded schools who will enjoy the same freedoms as academies free from local authority control.  All ‘Free Schools’ will be accountable, like other state schools, via inspections and tests.   (DfE website)
The application for Free School status is currently underway. A timetable of September 2011 has been proposed.

Batelians’ Association meetings

All are welcome to join the committee and get involved in organising events. Meetings are held at school, in the old library at 7.00pm;
Thursday 9 September 2010, Thursday 11 November 2010, Thursday 20 January 2011.
The AGM is Thursday 14 April 2011, 7.00pm
2012

The ‘2012 Committee’ has been set up, and is planning events for the 400th Anniversary.
Retirements

Check the school web site for details of any teachers you may remember that have retired.
More information...

www.batleygrammar.co.uk

