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The members of the Old Batelians’ Association are always anxious to have news of former pupils. Please send your news to the Headmaster, Batley Grammar School or e-mail headmaster@batleygrammar.co.uk
Staff news (dates in brackets indicate years at BGS)

We say goodbye this summer to several very long-serving members of the teaching staff:

Phillip Gott (1969-2006)

Phillip Gott arrived at BGS in January 1969, in only his second year of teaching. He worked for many years under Theo Robinson, Head of Geography, and upon Theo’s retirement, Phillip was appointed to be Head of the department. Phillip served as Head of Geography with great distinction, helped by many talented Geography teachers such as Robert Blizard and Howard Bowden. The results of his department ranked always amongst the best in the school, a tradition which has been maintained. Phillip joined the Senior Management Team of the school in 2000 upon his appointment as Director of Studies, and he has done tremendous work in pupil guidance. Old Batelians will also remember Philip’s energy and enthusiasm in his work with the CCF and the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme, as well as his valuable contributions to sport in the school. With almost 38 years of service to the school, Phillip ranks as one of the longest serving teachers in the history of the school. The best wishes of the OBA go to Phillip in his retirement.

David Carter (1969-2006)

David joined the staff of the school in September 1969, and is therefore completing his 37th year of service. He has spent his entire teaching career at the school. David has been a stalwart of the Maths department throughout his time at BGS, and he has taught, and encouraged many talented mathematicians in his time here. David was noted for his prowess on the sporting field as a young man, and played often for the staff football team and for the Old Batelians F.C. David has also made a telling contribution to school cricket throughout his career, and he is still umpiring games at the age of 59. He has coached many county and England cricketers in that time. Best wishes and many thanks go to David from the OBA.

Brian Cooper (1976-2006)

Brian Cooper was appointed to the staff in 1976, and is therefore the third of our retirees who joined the school before the days of independence, when the school was under the wing of the Local Education Authority. He joined the Maths department as a young man of 25, and has spent 30 years teaching at the school. Brian has been the quiet man of a Maths department which has been extremely stable over some decades, with his long-serving colleagues Roy Bunford and David Carter. Brian has also taught many talented pupils with great effectiveness. Upon Roy Bunford’s retirement, Brian was appointed Head of Mathematics. Brian has decided to take his retirement early, at the age of 55 in order to devote his time to voluntary work and his leisure activities, which include his great love of cricket. He intends to witness the Ashes series in Australia in the winter, and we wish him well on his travels.

We also say goodbye to two part-time teachers who have served the school very well since their retirement from other local schools:

Geoff Williams was a great capture from the maintained sector when he took early retirement from his post of Deputy Head at Morley High School at the age of 50. He has given the school tremendous support in his ten years of part-time work in the Physics and Maths departments. Geoff has been able to use his great experience for the benefit of pupils and staff. He has also been willing to help out with cricket matches on occasions. We thank him for his work here, and wish him a happy retirement.

Pat Whiteman joined the Biology department in a time of great need, and her help has been invaluable. Pat had retired from her post at Wakefield Girls’ High School, but clearly she still had a lot of energy and enthusiasm for teaching, and this has rubbed off on her pupil over the last few years. We are sorry to lose Pat from the staff of the school.

Old Batelians’ News (dates in brackets indicate years at BGS)

Paul Baines (1984-91)

Is a specialist academic in the area of the use of marketing by political parties, teaching marketing and PR, and consulting in marketing research and strategy. Lives in St. Albans.

Scott Barnes (1967-75)

Still working at Grant Thornton in London, but spending some time abroad in his role as Worldwide Head of Corporate Advisory Services. Daughter Laura has started in the teaching profession and son Adam has won a place at Oxford University.

David Bremner (1938-47)

After sixteen years on the Isle of Wight has now moved to Swindon to be nearer his family.

Mark Britton (1992-99)

After attending a course at Sandhurst, has been granted a Short Commission with the Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers.

Harry Broadbent (1994-2000)

Awarded 2:1 from Durham University. Now on a gap year

Tom Broadbent (1992-99)

Awarded Ph.D. by Bangor University in Geo-Chemistry

Andrew Brown (1988-95)

Is Corporate Communications Manager with Siemens Financial Services.

Fred Butler (1958-63)

Retired from teaching in Dewsbury in 1996. Having written three collections of ‘Shoddy Town Tales’, now spends his time giving talks on his books.

Malcolm Ellis (1994-2001)

Has successfully completed his LLB (Hons) degree at Newcastle Law School

John Etty (1937-43)

On 10th July 2005, John and his wife Kath were guests of Blackpool Council at the Lancashire Service of Commemoration, marking the 60th Anniversary of the end of the Second World War. John was invited as a representative of the Bevin Boys Association for his service underground in coal mines from 1945-48.

Robert Evans (1985-92)

Moved into teaching in 1997, and was appointed to Fulneck School, where he spent five and a half years, before being appointed as Head of ICT at Leeds Grammar School at Christmas 2002. Has now been appointed Head of ICT in the newly merged co-educational Leeds Grammar School.

Paul Fletcher (1962-69)

Graduated from Leeds University in Economics & Politics. Worked initially as a professional musician, before ‘drifting’ into accountancy, then into management consultancy businesses. Now runs his own property and training/consultancy business in Leeds. Married with two boys. Would like to hear from contemporaries. E-mail: paulgfletcher@btinternet.com

James Forteith (1934-40)

Is still living in Dallas, Texas, and is a regular correspondent on his time at BGS, as well as the ups and downs of life in America. Celebrated with his wife their 60th Wedding Anniversary in January 2006.

Jim Gardner (1970-77)

Head of Operations, Hong Kong, for Standard Chartered Bank. Married to Sarah with two sons, Jack and Thomas.

Philip Goodier (1991-98)

After attending a course at Sandhurst, has been granted a Short Commission with the Army Air Corps.

Stanley Gray (1928 -35)

Now 90 years old. Visited school at Easter this year, as part of his Diamond Wedding Anniversary celebration. Found his name on Honours Board in Old Library- 1st Class Degree and Medallist, M.Eng, Liverpool 1938. Would like to know if any of his contemporaries are still going!

James Hargreaves (1997-2002)

After leaving BGS, worked for Whitfield Hallam & Goodall Solicitors in Batley as a trainee legal executive. Moving in summer 2006 to Cogent Partner Solicitors in Leeds as a trainee legal executive case handler, defending personal injury claims.

Richard Hepworth (1998-2005)

Won a university scholarship under the Talented Athlete Scholarship Scheme, worth £3000 per year. In July 2005 won the silver medal in the National Junior Road Race Championships, the most important cycling event for juniors in the UK.

David Horner (1952-58)

Trained as a Chartered Surveyor, qualifying in 1965. Started own practice in 1968, and has been in practice continuously since then. Operates throughout Yorkshire, although mainly within a 20 mile radius of Wakefield.

Andrew Hutchinson (1996-2003)

Was granted a scholarship in August 2005 to study at the University of Pennsylvania for five months.

Oliver Hutchinson (1993-2000)

Has completed his five-year B.D.S. dentistry course at Newcastle University, and has begun a vocational training year in Sunderland.

Daud Khan (1993-2000)

Graduated from St. Catharines’s College, Cambridge with 2:1 in 2004. Completed legal practice course in 2005. Currently in first year of two year training contract with international law firm, Clifford Chance.

David Kitchen (1957-64)

Returned from Kashmir in January, having given technical advice regarding earthquake resistant structures. Went back to Kashmir in April to build prototype pilot accommodation and to liaise with NGO and the Government of Pakistan.

Nigel Land (1970-75)

Has been self-employed since leaving BGS. Started his own building company in 1982, but now running his JCB hire and groundworks contracting company. Married 1984, divorced 1992, has two children.

Walter Leach (1943-48)

Celebrated with his wife Jean their 50th Wedding Anniversary in 2005

Anis Loonat (1984-91)

Graduated from Manchester University in 1996, and worked as a junior doctor in various specialities in Blackburn, Preston and Wakefield. Became a GP in 2001, working firstly in West Yorkshire and then Leicester. Has moved with his family to Amman, Jordan until summer 2006

David Lyles (1979-86)

Great Britain Swimming Coach at the Athens Olympics 2004. Now living in Shanghai with his wife Fu Xi. Is Head Swimming Coach at a large Sports Complex.

Andrew Makings (1996-2001)

Now resident in Australia, doing a Law Degree in Queensland.

Martin Mitchell (1975-79)

Left BGS because his parents relocated to Mansfield. Still lives in Mansfield, working as Class 1 lorry driver, travelling all around the UK. Would like contact from any of his old 1Z classmates. E-mail address: mitch343@ntlworld.com
Frank Oldroyd (1945-50)

Had a career spanning 38 years with Unilever/United Africa Company, rising to the position of Divisional Director for Leverton/ Unatrac, dealers in Caterpillar earthmoving equipment. Spent much time in Nigeria, Ghana, Uganda and Tanzania. Married, with two children and five grandchildren. Spends three months each winter with them in New Zealand. Has been a school governor for twelve years at local primary and secondary schools in Berkshire.

Stephen Padgett (1972-79)

Lt. Col. Stephen Padgett took over as the Commander of British Forces in Afghanistan on 21 August 2005, working from Kabul for a period of six months, after which he returned to his appointment in charge of security, operations and training in UK Support Command in Rheindahlen, Germany. 

Mark Sawyer (1978-85)

Is an on-course bookmaker and Chairman of Dewsbury Rugby League Club. Married, with three children. Claims to be still vastly overweight!

Jason Slack (1983-90)

Jason was appointed in 2005 to the Deputy Headship of Queen Elizabeth Grammar School, Wakefield.

Tony Stanley (1969-76)

Obtained a degree in Psychology from Bristol University. Worked for a while with Beecham Pharmaceuticals, and then Mars, before spending thirteen years with British Gas as a Regional Manager. Now a director of a small company in Hampshire, living near Basingstoke. Married for 23 years, with two children.

John Tattersfield (1946-7)

Retired ten years ago from life as a Consulting Engineer. Still enjoying retirement.

Stanley Tolson (1939-47)

Would like to hear from any of the other fourteen 1947 school prefects who took part in the BBC TV programme on BGS, which was screened in 1964. Telephone: 01722 325557

Ingham Walker (1981-85)

Went on to farm in Zimbabwe for 15 years. In 1995 he moved to Prescott, Arizona, with his wife and son, and now works in IT. His second son was born in 2005.

Les Woodcock (1956-61)

Is Professor of Chemical Thermodynamics at the University of Manchester, and Senior Research Associate at the US Air Force Research Laboratory. Chairman of the Priestley Society.

Obituary

 Eric S. Booth (1926-33)

Died recently- no details available.

Simon Crabtree (1981-88)

Died suddenly on 5th December 2005, leaving a widow, Sharon. Born in Singapore in 1969 during his father’s service in the RAF. The family returned to Morley, and then moved to Birstall. Simon entered BGS and was without doubt one of the most gifted scholars of his generation. His intellect sparked interest from a number of teaching staff. He turned down a place at Oxford in order to take advantage of a gap year before completing his degree in Commerce at Birmingham University.

Simon progressed to a successful career in marketing. He met his wife, Sharon in 1995 and they married in 1997, settling in Mirfield.

Such was Simon’s boundless energy that he was able to make plenty of time for family and his numerous close friends, who appreciated his caring nature and great humour.

(Obituary contributed by David Greenwood)

Imran Latif (1991-96)

Imran was tragically killed in a motorcycle accident in July 2005, aged 27

Winston Moody (1926-31)

Died in July 2005

Peter Needham Walker (1939-44)

Died June 28th 2005 in Zimbabwe, after losing his fight to cancer. Served in the British Army Airborne, going to Korea as part of the British Expeditionary Force, before returning to the British Army Educational Corps in Beaconsfield. Was a Command Librarian in Kenya, then joined the Rhodesian Army, reaching the rank of Lieutenant Colonel.

John M.Stansfield (1948-55)

Died in Sweden on the 25th August 2005 at the age of 67. Former Deputy Head at Dewsbury College.

