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Change of name

At the OBA AGM in April 2008, a resolution was passed to change the name of the Association. The word ‘old’ has now disappeared from our name, and the new name is simply ‘Batley Grammar School Batelians’ Association.

Officers of the Association 2008/9

At the AGM Philip Gott was elected to serve a second term as President. His Vice Chairman is Charles Wyatt, the new Secretary is Oliver Tiplady and new Treasurer Robin Ghosh.
Retirement of Brian Battye as Headmaster
Brian retires as Headmaster in July 2008 and he also retires as Membership Secretary of the Association. His position as Membership Secretary is taken by David Blamires, who is a former pupil and also Head of ICT at the school. Any enquiries about membership from now on should be directed to David at the school.

Batelians’ News
Samira Abed (1997-2004)

Has finished her degree in Product Design at Leeds University and received a 2:1
Andrew Allen (1964-71)

Currently a Junior School Headteacher. Married Helen White, sister of Old Boy Philip White, and has three children. Former President of the Batelians’ Association, and currently President of the Rotary Club of Birstall Luddites 2008-9
Robin Bedford (1975-82)
After a Law degree at Hatfield, took articles in a firm in Cleckheaton. Became Senior Partner at Jordan’s, Dewsbury for 15 years, and then was one of the youngest ever appointments as District Judge in 2007, sitting in Pontefract.

John Gregg Brearley (1953-60)

Married in 1967 to Janet( ex BGGS), has two children and six grandchildren. Moved to Wensleydale in 1972 and maintained a self-employed business career in the leisure industry and farming.
Dennis Casson (1951-56)
Has died aged 68. Dennis was involved in the design and development of the new Tesco store in Batley, including the covered walkway from Commercial Street. Dennis began his journalist career with the Dewsbury Reporter, later becoming Deputy News Editor of the Batley News. He also worked on the Yorkshire Evening Post, Bristol Evening Post, and in Fleet Street the Daily Herald and the Sun. In 1966 he emigrated to Australia, and joined Sun News, where he interviewed Dr Christian Barnard and the Duke of Edinburgh. He returned to the UK in 1970, eventually joining the Yorkshire Tourist Board as Publicity Manager, and later an international exhibition company, working on the National Exhibition Centre in Birmingham.
Andrew Clay (1980-87)
Andrew is the Director of the Woodend Creative Workspace in the Crescent, Scarborough, which is on the site of the former Sitwell family holiday home and the Woodend Museum of Natural History. It offers artist studios, office units, exhibition spaces and conference rooms, as well as start-up facilities for new companies.
Gordon S. Cooper (1951-56)

Gordon is Chairman of the Heavy Woollen District Junior Cricket League, which  he says is the most successful junior league in all Yorkshire, both on and off the field. He is a member of Howley Hall Golf Club.
WPB (Philip) Cockroft (1931-1938)
Philip has died aged 87 on 28th January 2008. He was in Akroyd House at school, and distinguished himself as a keen sportsman. He became Captain of the 1st XI cricket and football teams, and was Victor Ludorum. He later  played for Batley RUFC. On leaving school in 1938 he joined Lloyds Bank, and served in various branches in West Yorkshire, retiring in 1980 as Regional General Manager for Yorkshire and Humberside. At the outset of the Second World War he enlisted to the RNVR, finding himself at the age of 19 on North Atlantic convoy duties. He later commanded the armed trawler HMS Turquoise. Also during the war married Nora (ex BGGS), who was his inseparable companion for 63 years. He was proud to serve as Governor of the school in the late 1980s, and also in retirement played a full part in his local community in Birstwith, near Harrogate. He is survived by his wife, two children and six grandchildren.
Richard Coldwell (1967-74)
Is a quantity surveyor, living in Buckinghamshire. Would like to hear from contemporaries at r.coldwell@gardiner.com
John Etty (1937-43)
In June 2007 John was invited to a reception for former Bevin Boys at the House of Commons, hosted by Gordon Banks MP, and John and wife Kath were this year introduced to the Prime Minister at No 10 Downing Street on 25th March 2008, with John receiving his Bevin Boys’ Veterans Badge from the PM.
Andrew Gaskell (1993-2000)
Graduated from Newcastle University in 2003, with a degree in History. Still living in the North East, he has pursued a career in the Education Sector, working in several schools in Newcastle and Sunderland. Has now settled into a role in Children’s Services at Northumberland County Council. Still an avid Barnsley FC supporter. Would welcome any contact with contemporaries on andygask@gmail.com
David Greenwood (1982-88)

Is still working hard as a solicitor. Has recently successfully pursued a case to the House of Lords, which has changed the law for victims of physical and sexual assault.

Matthew Hartley (1987-94)

Currently Senior Project Manager for C&C Group , a IT consultancy firm in Surrey. Engaged to be married in 2009.
Tonya Hines (1993-95)
Head of PE, Languages and Duke of Edinburgh Scheme in a Special School in Bournemouth.

Paul Hirst (1976-81)

On leaving school, moved to Hereford and became for seven years a gamekeeper in Hereford and North Wales. Now owns a towbar fitting business in Hereford. Married for 19 years with two teenage daughters.

Graham Hissett (1993-2000)
Attended Guy’s, King’s and St Thomas’ School of Medicine and graduated in 2006 with MB BS, BSc (Hons) in Neuroscience and a Postgraduate Diploma in the History of Medicine awarded by the Society of Apothecaries. Has practised obstetrics at Hospital Jeanne de Flandres in Lille and practised in ENT in Tanzania. Currently working in Kent at Medway Maritime Hospital in the ENT Department as a Senior House Officer.
Kenneth B. Ineson (1935-41)
Now retired . Held the post of General Manager, Midland Bank Trust Corporation (Jersey, Guernsey, Isle of Man, Cayman Islands), and subsequently Executive Chairman, EBC Trust Corporation. Now a widower.

Richard Jackson (1952-60)
Based in Vientiane, Laos, Richard is now working as manager for an Australian company, Oxiana, in the community relations aspects of their operations in Asia, notably Laos, Thailand, Indonesia, Cambodia, Vietnam and China. Has discovered the John Ellis he was at school with, now living in the Newcastle area, and through him Barry Smith, a prominent architect on Victoria Island, Vancouver, Norman Alpin, now living in Shropshire and Keith Judge, an electrical supplier in Liverpool.
Philip E. Jubb (1931-38)

Philip passed away in 2007. On leaving school in 1938, he joined National Provincial Bank, where he spent the whole of his career except for his war service in the Royal Tank Regiment. Within the bank, Philip served in branches in Sheffield, South Yorkshire and Lancashire. On his retirement he was Manager of the Natwest Bank in Hillsborough.

Sean Kyle (1962-69)
Passed away on July 4th 2007

Tom B Leamon (1951-58)
Retired as Director of the Liberty Mutual Research Center for Safety in Massachusetts, having also established research programmes in Shanghai, Beijing, Chongqing and most recently in Hanoi. Currently working with the Harvard School of Public Health. Married Geraldine Bland (ex BGGS 1952-59) with three children and four grandchildren, including triplets. Would welcome contact from contemporaries at tomb@leamon.org
Michael Lee (1976-83)
Gained a 1st Class Honours degree in Electronics and Electronic Engineering from Bradford University. Was awarded an MBE in the New Years Honours List for services to flood rescue. Michael works for National Grid and when torrential rain hit the south of England in June last year, he and his team of 30 engineers worked to prevent the water running into a substation in Walham, Gloucestershire.

Gemma Murphy (1996-2003)
Has graduated from Huddersfield University with BSc (Hons) degree in Nursing Studies and is currently working at Nightingale Cottage Nursing Home, Batley. Would like to hear from her schoolfriends at Babes690@hotmail.com
Richard Pearson (1983-90)
Is now Commercial Director, Retail Banking at the Royal Bank of Scotland Group. Married with three children, back living in Yorkshire after several years in London. Also back playing cricket at Birstall CC (where it all started). Richard is also a recently appointed Governor of the school.
Philip Pursglove (1985-92)
Still living in Suffolk, but has now moved to Stowmarket. Working as a Senior Software Developer with WSP Group, a civil engineering consultancy, and leading the Corporate Responsibility effort for their IT department. Is getting married in September 2008 to Zoe. Would love to hear from any contemporaries at phil@philippursglove.com
Farhan Rafiq (1991-98)

Is now a Business Development Manager. Married with two children.

Andrew Sheldon (1967-74)
Is President and CEO of Medicago Inc., Quebec City, which provides effective and affordable vaccines based on proprietary Virus-Like Particle and manufacturing technologies. In 2008 Medigaco has been working on a H5N1 Avian Influenza vaccine.
Terry Sissons (1970-77)
Is a stockbroker in London, but makes regular whistlestop trips back to Batley, mainly for the fish & chips!
Frank D. Sykes (1938-45)
Frank is now 80 and has now moved back to England after retirement from his teaching career at Cate School in California. As a former British Lion, Frank was invited by Sir Anthony Reilly along with 30 other former Lions last year to Paris for a special reunion at the final of the World Cup between England and South Africa. Frank won four international caps in his career, and appeared 235 times for Northampton from 1955 to 1963.
John Tattersfield (1946-47)
Has been retired from engineering consultancy for 13 years. Having lived and worked for much of his life in Central Africa, he now lives in Ashford, Kent

Geoffrey Tolson (1935-39)
Lives in Birstall, but is hoping to move to Huddersfield this summer. Has a daughter Sally, and two grandchildren, Robert and Hannah.

Michael J. Thurman (1955-1960)
After leaving school joined pre-sea school at Warsash, Southampton and became apprentice to Second Officer with Elder Dempster Lines of Liverpool, sailing to West Africa and the USA. In 1969 became Second Officer to Chief Officer with BP Tanker Co, followed by Terminal Manager and Operations Manager at various ports. From 1991 to 1995 he was port manager with P&O European Ferries at Felixstowe, and is currently Operations Superintendent in London, Felixstowe and Hamburg. Hoping to retire in July 2009.
Gerald Townend (1932-37)
Passed away in Filey on 2nd February 2007, aged 85

Austen F. Townsend (1936-42)

Is a retired Bank Manager. Spends his time keeping fit. Would love to hear from old friends.

Ian Volante (1988-1995)
Obtained a Master’s Degree in 2003 in Applied Statistics, and is now working as a statistician at the Scottish Executive in Edinburgh. Has appeared on University Challenge, IS-I and Countdown, and presents a quiz in his local pub every Tuesday.
David Walker (1960-67)

Has now retired after 37 years in local government, latterly working as Administration and Quality Assurance Manager for Leeds City Council Highways Department.

Gerald Wigglesworth (1940-47)
Died on 28th May 2007

Simon Wood (1990-97)

Is a History Teacher and Head of Year at Almondbury High School in Huddersfield. Married his long term girlfriend Michelle in 2007, and became a father for the first time in January 2008
