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Parent & Carer Bulletin

Message from Dear Parents and Carers,

Mr Hughes

Welcome to our half term newsletter! As we move past the February
half-term, it truly feels like the darker days of winter are behind us. The
longer days and brighter skies are a welcome change, and there's been
so much happening in the Batley Grammar School community, with
even more exciting events on the horizon, the newsletter provides a
brief snapshot of some of our recent and forthcoming events.

This vibrant activity is taking place, alongside a number of important
religious festivals and observances, from the diverse faiths represented
within our community. We are thrilled to share these experiences with
everyone and to celebrate the rich diversity that makes Batley so
special.

Many of you have noticed the efforts we've made to ensure the safe
arrival and departure of our learners. l've received numerous
comments from parents/carers about how much safer and calmer the
'school run' feels now. We encourage all the adults who play a part in
the 'school run' to continue modelling our school values of respect and
community during these bustling times.

As we embrace the changing season, it's a great time to remember
that even short walks can have a positive impact on our physical and
mental health. With brighter mornings ahead, | encourage all of us to
seize the opportunity to enjoy a pleasant walk to school.

Thank you for your continued support and engagement with our
school community.

Important Dates Attendance

Primary Phase
01 April 2025
04 April 2025
22 April 2025
22 April 2025
05 May 2025
23 May 2025

Eritre-SEommenigBay
School closes (April holidays)

Scheol Re-opens

VAPRS
learners

621
learners

Primary Parents Evening

Bank Heoliday (school closed)

School closes (Maoy half term)

Secondary Phase
01 April 2025
04 April 2025
22 April 2025
22 April 2025
01 May 2025
05 May 2025
06 May 2025
23 May 2025

These are attendance figures for last half

term. Given that January and February are
our colder months, with seasonal illnesses
doing their rounds, we would like to recognise
the resilience shown by our learners and those
achieving strong levels of attendance.

School closes (April holidays)

School Re-opens

Y8 Parents Evening

8 Vaccinations

Bank Helidoy (school closed)

Y10 Parents Evening

School closes (Maoy half term)

If you have any concerns relating to your
child's attendance, please speak to their Form
Tutor (secondary phase) or Class Teacher
(primary phase). We advise contact is made
via ClassCharts or Class Dojo messages.

Please note that Culture & Community Day will
be rescheduled. Other events and key dates can
e found on our website.

Calendar

Term Dates 2025/26 BULLYING GCSE EXAMS

Term Dates 25/26 Report an incident Timetable 2025

World Book Day Thursday 6 March 2025

ST
WORLD
'BOOK DAY

March 6th, 2025

World Book Day is a global celebration of books and reading. We
celebrated World Book Day with competitions in school for learners,
book-themed crafts in the library and more than 100 new books
available to our learners.

Our primary learners created their own books and book covers, during
a session in the library.

All learners received a World Book Day voucher for £1 off any book of
their choice. These vouchers can be redeemed at any Asda, Lidl,

Visit the library all week to - .
Sainsbury's, Tesco, The Works, Waterstones or WHSmith.

participate in other activities
and crafts!

7

7 Visit Mrs. Olson in the library for

4 more information and to enter!
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Eid-al-Fitr 2025

As the holy month of Ramadan is now in its
final days, we want to wish all our families who
are participating a sincere Eid Mubarak for this
weekend.

Batley Grammar School supports its families
by providing up to three days of authorised
absence for religious observance. To clarify,
this is three days in total that you can choose
to use for your child across both Eid-al-Fitr
and Eid-al-Adha. Absence to celebrate Eid-al-
Fitr must be confirmed in advance.

Uniform Donations

We would be grateful for any uniform
donations please - primary and secondary
phase uniforms. If you have old uniform, in
good condition, there are learners who require
some additional support whilst in school.

Please bring your donations to Visitor
Reception.

Additionally, the Uniform Exchange supports
families across Kirklees with uniform for
learners. They are always grateful for uniform

in good condition.
Those students who do not celebrate will be
expected in school as normal.

Confirm your child's absence for Eid-al-Fitr

ACTIVITIES IN SCHOOL

Year 8 and 9 Talk about Communication

A group of Year 8 and 9 learners took part in an oracy
workshop focused on developing confidence and skills to be
able to deliver a speech to their peer group. Run by Talk the
Talk, learners engaged in a range of activities to help them step
out of their comfort zone and develop the skills needed for
public speaking. Then, at the end of the session, each learner
delivered a short speech on a subject they are passionate
about. Progression in both year groups was evident and it was
wonderful to see so many learners, who had initially said they
did not have the confidence to speak publicly, speak with
conviction and pride.

BAE Systems - School Roadshow

BAE Systems along with the Royal Navy and
the Royal Air Force visited Batley Grammar
School to deliver their STEM Roadshow to our
Year 8 learners. The roadshow is an interactive
experience designed to inspire and engage
learners in STEM subjects by demonstrating
the practical application of technological and
scientific concepts into real life scenarios. This
year the focus of the roadshow was Artificial
Intelligence (Al). With the help of a robot called
Lexi, learners created songs and music videos.
It was an excellent workshop and the feedback
was very positive from both learners and
colleagues.

J_:.

Primary Learning and Pancake Making

Primary phase learners had quite an adventure one afternoon!

We have been for a walk around school on a hunt to find
groups of six, seven and eight objects in nature. Whilst we were
out, we also spotted some sheep and early lambs!

Reception class have been creating habitats for farm animals
as part of their project work.

The children have explored what animals need to survive and
thrive considering basic needs for all living creatures. One
learner’'s habitat even has water “for sheep to drink and wash
themselves in”.

Year 1 had a fun time decorating pancakes with Miss Porter. There was plenty of choice with
honey, chocolate spread and fresh fruit.

Miss Porter explained to the learners how honey is made and its many uses, such as for
medicinal purposes. They each had the chance to try the delicious pancakes, including all the
toppings.

One learner said that, “it was the best day of his life!”. Top that!

Celebrating our Learners

Poppy Henson

Poppy recently competed in the West Yorkshire Schools cross
country championships in Leeds. She ran out as a comfortable
winner and this earned her a place at the Schools Finals in West
Sussex. Poppy came in 40th place.

Last month, Poppy ran in the National cross country
championships in London and she finished in 6th place out of
200 runners.

Poppy has also been selected to compete for Yorkshire in the
upcoming Inter Counties race in Nottingham and for the
London mini marathon in April.

We wish Poppy all the best for her upcoming races and
congratulate her on these fantastic achievements.

PARENT/CARER SUPPORT

Stronger The next date for our Stronger Together Forum is 7th May 2025 at 6pm

Together
Community
Forum

The forum will be lead by Mrs Skivington (Assistant Headteacher).

Mr Hughes and Mr White will also be present.

Birstall Cricket Club are actively trying to recruit new players for their
thriving junior section. Desired ages are Year groups 7 and 8, to fit in to
the Under 13s, along with Year groups 9 and 10 for their Under 15s.

Birstall Cricket
Club

If your child is interested, please contact the club on 01924 473650

The Railway Children is a co-production with York Theatre Royal and
Bradford 2025. They are searching for people aged between 8 and 15
years to join a community ensemble cast supporting our production of
The Railway Children!

The Railway
Children

Whether you're part of a drama group or trying out acting for the very
first time, everyone is welcome! No prior experience is needed - just
confidence, enthusiasm, and a love for performing.

Parents/carers can find out more information and apply for their child.

The Railway Children

'Wake Up Wednesdays'

What Parents & Educators Need to Know about

MARVEL RIVALS

10 Top Tips for Parents & Educators

USING TECHNOLOGY TO
BOOST READING SKILLS

( Proud to be a part of
Batley Multi Academy Trust



https://www.batleygrammar.co.uk/Calendar/
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tel:01924473650
https://www.facebook.com/yorktheatreroyal?__cft__[0]=AZWNMLRnE7xW4gehKdj_fEvoM0sWfYqd0MEDHQNU3Oo_spD7iNT-L-hi_GQysUZXkAJx3MGnlWGl3INXa_WtdfsiIFKa3wp2sE7Bz4tqsYI6qiGk98jWy16TdVZtLRJAKwfRAOCzAGfyKZQRulZITDYJI8z3xURuKaAZ-utmXxo4KwXdssky7m1W8fNgrcYtyFg&__tn__=-]K-R
https://bradford2025.co.uk/opportunity/call-out-the-railway-children-community-ensemble/?fbclid=IwY2xjawIyWRJleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHYBfDoxV6wPo7MiuvzR1SHaJ0gsA23dHWqX51K266WPFmXDime9RdVhIzA_aem_W34xk_U6kaUBoDvzDj3nxQ
rhand
Inserted Text
@


