Remote education provision: information for parents

This information is intended to provide clarity and transparency to pupils and parents or
carers about what to expect from remote education where national or local restrictions
require entire cohorts (or bubbles) to remain at home.

For details of what to expect where individual pupils are self-isolating, please see the
final section of this page.

The remote curriculum: what is taught to pupils at home

A pupil’s first day or two of being educated remotely might look different from our
standard approach, while we take all necessary actions to prepare for a longer period of
remote teaching.

What should my child expect from immediate remote education in the
first day or two of pupils being sent home?

In the Primary Phase pupils in Years 1-6 will receive at least one live lesson a day
with their teacher. All other lessons will be uploaded through Class Dojo and teachers
will be available to take queries during the normal school day from children.

For Reception class, all activities are shared through Tapestry.
Secondary Phase

All year groups will be following a blended learning approach consisting of ‘live
lessons’, recorded instructions from their teacher, links to external sites offering
support and task sheets set by the teacher.

All students will be following their usual timetable and their teacher will be logged on
during their ‘normal’ lesson time to answer any queries. The day and timing of live
lessons is published on the school website under the Secondary tab — subsection
‘curriculum’. Please support your son or daughter by familiarising yourself with this.

As noted on the letters we have sent out communicating this methodology we have
set expectations of students in live lesson, please discuss these with your son or
daughter.

All links to live lessons, task sheets and recordings will be linked through Google
Classrooms.




Following the first few days of remote education, will my child be
taught broadly the same curriculum as they would if they were in
school?

In both the Primary and Secondary Phase we teach the same curriculum remotely as
we do in school wherever possible and appropriate.

However, in the secondary phase we have needed to make some adaptations in
some subjects. For example, staff have reordered the delivery of some content to
take the complexities of this into account. PHSE materials are covered through
Communication for Learning and so these discrete lessons are not being taught
remotely. This is partly because they rely on stimulating debate which is very difficult
to facilitate remotely. Games session will consist of a series of videoed challenges
posted on Google Classroom.

Remote teaching and study time each day
How long can | expect work set by the school to take my child each
day?

We expect that remote education (including remote teaching and independent work) will
take pupils broadly the following number of hours each day:

Key Stage 1 Each year group will have between 1
and 3 hours each day across the
week.

Key Stage 2 Each year group will have

approximately 4 hours each day
across the week.

Key Stage 3 and 4 Each year group will have
approximately 5 hours each day
across the week. This includes their
Communication for Learning
Sessions each morning.




Accessing remote education

How will my child access any online remote education you are
providing?

Primary Phase access all their materials through Class Dojo for Year 1 -6 and
Tapestry for Reception class

Secondary Phase: Google Classrooms

If my child does not have digital or online access at home, how will you
support them to access remote education?

We recognise that some pupils may not have suitable online access at home. We take
the following approaches to support those pupils to access remote education:

e We have worked carefully with families to lend laptops or tablets to pupils, and
where parents or carers can find more information. This is of course limited by
the stock we have in place. Devices that are lent out will require a parent to
sign our Device policy and all devices have software on them that enables the
school to monitor usage and where appropriate disable them.

e Our website also includes details of how Google Classroom can be accessed
through consoles such as Xboxes.

e Where a family is still struggling to access materials and no devices are
available to lend out we will send printed material to support the home
learning. Please liaise directly with the class teacher (primary phase) of the
form tutor (secondary phase)

How will my child be taught remotely?

We use a combination of the following approaches to teach pupils remotely:



In both phases children will be taught through a blended approach. This will consist
of:

¢ live teaching (online lessons)

e recorded teaching (e.g. Oak National Academy lessons, video/audio
recordings made by teachers)

e commercially available websites supporting the teaching of specific subjects or
areas, including video clips or sequences

e long-term project work and/or internet research activities (as per the schools
full opening guidance, schools full opening guidance, schools are expected to
avoid an over-reliance on these approaches)

As noted above we feel this is the right approach to provide some variety for students
/ pupils enabling them to take a break from the computer screen at times and ensure
engagement. The timetable for live lessons in the secondary phase is published on
the school website (secondary tab, subsection curriculum). Primary classes receive
one lesson a day usefully first thing.

Where families are struggling to access online resources we will deliver materials in
the following formats.

e printed paper packs produced by teachers (e.g. workbooks, worksheets)

e textbooks and reading books pupils have at home



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools#res
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools#res

Engagement and feedback

What are your expectations for my child’s engagement and the support
that we as parents and carers should provide at home?

We expect all students / pupils to be engaging with the materials set each day, during
their usual timetabled slot. Staff will note the level of engagement as they take a
register each day. In the secondary phase this is recorded in ClassCharts and alerts
sent home if someone has not attended or failed to submit the work set. Staff will
contact parents if work is routinely not completed or lessons not attended. Where we
are unable to contact you by phone we will conduct a home visit, which will of course
observe social distancing protocols.

We would encourage all parents to review the work their children are completing, help
organise them in terms of time and equipment and contact the school if they require
further guidance.

How will you check whether my child is engaging with their work and
how will | be informed if there are concerns?

As noted above we will check attendance in every live lesson and when deadlines for
work are missed.

Contact with home will follow missed work or lessons a outlined in the previous
section.

How will you assess my child’s work and progress?

Feedback can take many forms and may not always mean extensive written comments
for individual children. For example, whole-class feedback or quizzes marked
automatically via digital platforms are also valid and effective methods, amongst many
others. Our approach to feeding back on pupil work is as follows:
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Work will be assessed periodically according to the type of work set. Short quizzes or
knowledge tests will receive a mark online.

Work submitted of a written nature will be marked periodically in line with our
assessment policy and students expected to improve their work based on their
teachers comments.

In Primary Phase, all work submitted to Class Dojo or Tapestry will be reviewed by
the class teacher. Pupils are expected to improve their work based on their teacher’s
comments

Additional support for pupils with particular needs

How will you work with me to help my child who needs additional
support from adults at home to access remote education?

We recognise that some pupils, for example some pupils with special educational needs
and disabilities (SEND), may not be able to access remote education without support
from adults at home. We acknowledge the difficulties this may place on families, and we
will work with parents and carers to support those pupils in the following ways:

We have offered a place in school to all pupils/ students who have an EHCP to
support them with their learning. Where families have not taken this place up we have
provided support in the form of regular weekly telephone calls to check on progress
and understanding of students. Further support will be provided depending on the
outcome of such phone calls.

Remote education for self-isolating pupils

Where individual pupils need to self-isolate but the majority of their peer group remains in
school, how remote education is provided will likely differ from the approach for whole
groups. This is due to the challenges of teaching pupils both at home and in school.




If my child is not in school because they are self-isolating, how will
their remote education differ from the approaches described above?

The approach will not differ significantly. Both platforms will remain the same for both
phases to deliver remote materials. One significant difference ill be the difficulties in
delivering ‘live’ remote learning experience with other students in the room. This
mode of learning is likely to be restricted. Other methods will be followed though. .




