BATLEY

% GRAMMAR
SCHOOF

Parent & Carer Bulletin

Welcome from Mr Hughes

Dear Parents and Carers

| am always surprised by how quickly the Christmas break arrives. It seems only a few
weeks since we returned to school in September, filled with the enthusiasm and
anticipation of a new academic year. As we close out the longest term of our school
calendar, it is a wonderful opportunity to reflect on the growth and success of all our
learners.

Just last week, we saw the full breadth of the Batley Grammar School experience on
display. On Wednesday, our youngest learners in Reception and Year 1 delivered a heart-
warming Nativity performance. By Friday, the very same hall hosted our Year 11 learners
for their PPE results day—a vital rehearsal for the real results day in August. There are few
schools that can bear witness to the earliest years of a child’'s education in the same
building as those completing their final year of compulsory education.

As always, the term has been busy; education never stops, and every day is a school day.
However, great learning extends far beyond the classroom. While | cannot list every
opportunity our young people have embraced this term, highlights have included:

* Competing in The Great Debate against other schools.

* Theatre trips to see national touring productions.

* Musical performances featuring learners from across our entire school community.

* Supporting local charities that serve our community.

* Numerous sporting fixtures against local schools.

These experiences only happen when a "magic combination" comes together:

* Great Attendance: If you aren’t here, you can't get involved.

* Supportive Parents: Your proactive support ensures our learners are ready to take part.

Great Teachers: The commitment that goes beyond the classroom creates a truly rich
learning experience.

Over the coming two-week break, we all have the chance to change the pace, rest,
recharge, and spend time with loved ones. This space is vital to ensure we are ready for a

spring term that will be equally packed with new experiences.

Rest well, season's greetings, and we look forward to seeing you all upon our return on
Monday, 5th January.

Kind regards

Mr Hughes
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Uniform Policy Report an incident

We are excited to announce that we will be moving our MIS to Arbor in January 2026.

Adopting Arbor will allow us to communicate with you more efficiently and bring all core
school data and workflows into one system.

We are really looking forward to getting started with Arbor and invite all our
parents/carers to familiarise themselves using the link below.

GCetting. started - Log_.into the Parent Portal and the Parent App

Arbor also offers access to many training resources which are completely free for you to
make the most of! These can all be found here.

We will send further communication on the parental app and how to register in January,
please look out for this information and register your child when prompted.

We hope you are looking forward to using this new feature as much as we are!

If you have any queries please contact riamieson@batleygrammar.co.uk

Learner Spotlight: Our PLC

Our Personalised Learning Centre (PLC) is an adapted provision which supports a small
number of learners who find the main curriculum challenging and can, at times, feel
overwhelmed by the school environment. Yet they recently welcomed ten Trustees and
Governors from across other trust schools, giving a presentation on their personal
journeys and sharing how the support they access helps them thrive. For these learners,
simply having ten strangers visit is a difficult thing to navigate.

This is a powerful example of stepping outside your comfort zone—and that's exactly
where real growth happens. We all live in our comfort zone, surrounded by a "fear of
failure" zone. When we push beyond that fear, we find the opportunity for learning and
growth.

A good education is designed to support young people in making that leap. Great
teaching and targeted support are vital to this process. This visit was a potent reminder
that it is the dedication of our staff that gives our learners the strength and confidence to
face that fear, push through it, and truly grow.

New Menus! We are excited to announce the launch of our brand new school
menus. Our catering team has worked hard to create a delicious
and nutritious rotation which features a wider variety of hot
meals, healthy choices, and options designed to fuel our learners
for their busy learning days.

Our primary and secondary menus feature on the school website.
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ACTIVITIES IN SCHOOL

# Elfie's Shenanigans! &

Reception had a hilarious surprise when
they found their visitor, Elfie the
mischievous elf, causing chaos! Elfie was
discovered completely buried and having
the time of his life!

This has inspired the learners to complete
writing linked to Elfie’s mischief. We look
forward to seeing what he gets up to next!

The Twinkly Nativity Shines Bright!

The Graves Hall sparkled with excitement
as our Reception and Year 1 pupils
performed their very first Nativity in the
new venue.

The learners were remarkable and showed
outstanding confidence, the youngest

stars of our school delivered a

heartwarming and charming performance
to their parents. For many, stepping onto
this big stage was a huge milestone, yet
every child—from the brave shepherdsto ®
the sweet-singing angels—played their

role perfectly.

The show was filled with beautiful singing
and clear delivery, bringing the Twinkly
Nativity story to life. A massive well done
to all the children for this unforgettable
and dazzling debut!

Year 7 Shine at the Lawrence Batley Theatre!

We are incredibly proud to celebrate the recent success of our Year 7 rewards trip to the
Lawrence Batley Theatre. As a reward for their hard work and positive contributions to
school life this term, a large group of our Year 7 learners were invited to a special
performance of Beauty and the Beast.

While the performance was spectacular, the real stars of the show were our students.
From the moment they boarded the coaches to the final curtain call, our Year 7s were
impeccably behaved.

Members of the public and theatre staff took the time to comment on how polite,
respectful, and engaged our learners were. It was a joy to see them representing the
school so well in the local community, demonstrating the high standards we expect at
BGS.

For many, this was a fantastic opportunity to experience the magic of live professional
theatre in a historic local venue. The laughter and excitement during the show were
infectious, and it was the perfect way to cap off a successful term.

Well done, Year 7! You have set the bar incredibly high for future trips. We look forward to
seeing many more of you qualifying for our next big reward event!

Year 8 Young Green Briton Challenge

On Tuesday, the whole of Y8 took part in
the Young Green Briton Challenge design
sprint. During the workshop, students
were able to work with industry experts to
identify the environmental challenges
facing our planet and design their own
solutions to mitigate these issues. Each
and every student engaged with the team
and demonstrated outstanding
communication, initiative and creativity to
come up with some fantastic ideas. Many
groups of students were also able to pitch
their ideas at the front of graves hall in
front of the entire year group showing
great dedication to their project. In the
first few weeks back, the secondary
schools of BMAT will decide on which
groups to take forward to a Dragon’s Den
style event at UBHS where learners will
pitch their ideas in front of an expert panel
to see which ideas have the potential to be
taken forward to investment and

prototyping.

Winter Wonderland Piano Magic
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performance at the Winter Wonderland
event! The audience was captivated by the —=
talent on display, —

Their rendition of "Jingle Bells" was
unexpectedly powerful and beautiful,
bringing a tear to many an eye.

The learners played with such passion and
feeling, transforming the festive classic
into a surprisingly moving and memorable
moment. A heartfelt congratulations to
our talented pianists!

Celebrating Success: Festive Film Afternoons

We were delighted to host two special Festive Film Afternoons this week as a major
reward to celebrate the outstanding behaviour and commitment of our learners
throughout the entire first term.

This reward was exclusively for students who achieved the incredible feat of maintaining
zero negative behaviour points since the start of the academic year.

The turnout and the quality of achievement were truly exceptional. This collective
achievement of 318 learners is a fantastic testament to the positive culture developing
across BGS. It shows that our students are consistently embodying our core school
values:

Respect: Shown through consistently positive interactions with staff and peers.

Resilience: Demonstrated by making the right choices even when faced with daily
challenges.

Community: Built by helping to maintain a calm, focused, and safe learning environment
for everyone.

The film afternoons provided a well-deserved, relaxing break, filled with festive snacks
and cheer. Congratulations to all the students who qualified—you have set an excellent
standard for the rest of the year!

BGS learners have been
donating groceries and dry
goods by the trolley full. All of
the items will be distributed to
families in the Batley and
Heckmondwike area.

Well done BGS!

|
The Graves Hall exploded with sound as
our Rocksteady performers took to the
stage! Four incredible bands delivered a
high-energy, rock-style concert to the
whole school and their families.

From shredding guitars to thumping
drums, the noise was immense and the
talent undeniable. They absolutely rocked
the house! A fantastic show of musical
passion and skill.

BGS Community Gifting Project

We are delighted to have raised £463 for
vouchers to donate to locate families for
the festive season.

Money was raised from:

£130 Quiz Night

£240 Birstall Rovers football players
donations (lettings players)

£93 Winter Wonderland raffle

Y11 Mock Interviews

All Year 11 learners were offered mock interviews last Thursday and were surprised to
learn that their interviewers were unbeknownst to them. We were fortunate to have the
support of a variety of local and national businesses such as Turner & Townsend, MWay
Communications, Department for Work and Pensions and Mott McDonald. Our Trust-
wide network of careers support was also called upon as staff from Batley Girls’ High
School stepped in to interview at the last minute. Nerves were racked but many of our
learners did themselves proud; they described how the opportunity felt realistic and was
good preparation for the real thing that many will be experiencing over the next few
months.

PARENT/CARER SUPPORT
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Proud to be a part of

Batley Multi Academy Trust
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