
Welcome from Mr Hughes

Dear Parents and Carers,

As we move into the midpoint of our second half term, I want to thank you for the commitment
you have shown to supporting our learners and upholding our high expectations. The energy
and focus demonstrated by our school community throughout September and October have
been fantastic, allowing us to successfully establish and embed strong routines across all phases
of the school.

The routines we have worked hard to build are the foundation for rapid progress on every
learner’s journey. The second half-term is a crucial opportunity to build on this momentum and
ensure consistency, particularly when it comes to attendance.

The UK government acknowledges that strong attendance is a vital factor in securing good
outcomes for all learners. At Batley Grammar School, we see good attendance not just as a
statistic, but as a demonstration of our school's value 'resilience'. When learners attend school
consistently, they are building the habit of facing challenges, managing their responsibilities, and
showing up every day.

As a Trust, our unwavering target is 98% attendance for all learners, and with your ongoing
support, we are confident we can achieve this ambitious goal. I urge all families to prioritise
consistent attendance to ensure our students continue to benefit from the established
structures and daily learning opportunities.

The end of this long term marks the beginning of the festive season, and the second half-term
will provide us with many collective opportunities to celebrate together and showcase the hard
work we have put in throughout the autumn term. This is a time to reflect on the progress made
and look ahead to future successes.

I am very much looking forward to the winter celebrations, both within the school community
and throughout the wider community. These events are important opportunities for our
learners to demonstrate Community and Respect for one another and for the traditions that
enrich our school life.

Kind regards,

Mr. Hughes 

 

Important Dates

Primary Phase

09 December 2025 Rocksteady Concert

10 December 2025 YR / Y1 Production

12 December 2025 Whole School Flu Vaccinations

15 December 2025 KS1 Party

16 December 2025 KS2 Party

18 December 2025 Songs Around the Tree

19 December 2025 School term ends (re-opens 5 Jan)

Secondary Phase

25 November 2025 Y9 Parents Evening

09 December 2025 Winter Wonderland (Music Concert)

12 December 2025 Year 11 PPE Results

12 December 2025 Whole School Flu Vaccinations

16 December 2025 Young Green Britain (Y8)

19 December 2025 School term ends (re-opens 5 Jan)

Term Dates 2025/26

 

Uniform

Uniform Policy

Bullying

Report an incident

 

Learner Spotlight:  Our PLC

Our Personalised Learning Centre (PLC) is an adapted provision which supports a small number
of learners who find the main curriculum challenging and can, at times, feel overwhelmed by the
school environment.  Yet they recently welcomed ten Trustees and Governors from across other
trust schools, giving a presentation on their personal journeys and sharing how the support they
access helps them thrive. For these learners, simply having ten strangers visit is a difficult thing
to navigate.

This is a powerful example of stepping outside your comfort zone—and that’s exactly where real
growth happens. We all live in our comfort zone, surrounded by a "fear of failure" zone. When we
push beyond that fear, we find the opportunity for learning and growth.

A good education is designed to support young people in making that leap. Great teaching and
targeted support are vital to this process. This visit was a potent reminder that it is the
dedication of our staff that gives our learners the strength and confidence to face that fear, push
through it, and truly grow.

New Menus! We are excited to announce the launch of our brand new school
menus.  Our catering team has worked hard to create a delicious and
nutritious rotation which features a wider variety of hot meals, healthy
choices, and options designed to fuel our learners for their busy
learning days.

Our primary and secondary menus feature on the school website.

Primary Menu Secondary Menu

Celebrating our 
Learners:
Henry Achieves
National Bronze
and GB Water
Polo Selection

Congratulations to Henry on his phenomenal recent success! After
qualifying for the GB Water Polo pathway Talent Centre squad (first
game in December), Henry went on to represent Yorkshire at the
National Lifesaving Championships on November 4th. He and his
partner secured the National Pairs 11-14 years overall Bronze medal,
and Henry contributed to Team Yorkshire's third-place finish, earning
him a second bronze.

ACTIVITIES IN SCHOOL

Batley Grammar Primary Phase Raises £355 for
Macmillan at Annual Coffee Morning!

Batley Grammar School Primary Phase successfully hosted its annual
Macmillan Coffee Morning on 26 September 2025. Reflecting the
growing annual support for this fantastic event, the venue was
changed to Graves Hall this year to accommodate the large volume of
attendees. Parents/carers joined our learners for delicious treats,
underscoring the positive relationship the school maintains
with its primary phase families.

The wide selection of cakes and baked goods was generously donated
by learners, parents/carers and staff, including the famous BGS
chocolate brownie gifted by Mr. Farrell, the Catering Manager from
Aspens Catering Services.  This well-attended fundraiser resulted in a
total of £355 being raised for Macmillan Cancer Support.

Well done, everyone!

From Blackberries to Ghost Lollies: Our primary
learners embrace Autumn and Halloween
Learning

Our primary phase learners have been fully immersed in the
sights, sounds, and tastes of the season, integrating outdoor
learning with core curriculum objectives through engaging
autumn and Halloween-themed activities.

Our Reception class started the season by exploring the gifts
of nature. Their recent outdoor sessions included a successful
blackberry picking expedition. These freshly picked berries
were put to delicious use as the class returned to the kitchen
to make pancakes, which they proudly decorated with their
harvest and a drizzle of honey.

Beyond eating, the learners used their artistic skills to
celebrate the natural environment. They gathered natural
materials which they will make into a beautiful Autumn
Display, meticulously decorating pinecones and leaves to
bring the colours and textures of the outside world into the
classroom.

As the calendar turned toward October, the focus shifted to
some playful Halloween fun. Primary learners enjoyed
showcasing their creativity with seasonal crafts. They made
pipe cleaner spiders and ghost lollies.

The learners are now preparing for their next exciting project:
pumpkin carving.  These spooky creations will then form a
spectacular Halloween display at the front of the school, lit up
by fairy lights and joined by their recently constructed pipe
cleaner spiders.

Year 7
Captivated by
'Split Second'
Road Safety
Initiative

Year 7 learners were recently immersed in "Split Second," a
compelling multimedia theatrical production focused on road
safety.  The initiative, proudly sponsored by the West Yorkshire Vision
Zero Partnership, was designed to address issues directly relevant to
their age group.

The powerful storyline immediately captivated the learners, drawing
their focus to vital topics like pedestrian and cyclist safety, the critical
dangers posed by mobile phone distractions, and the importance of
making safe, considered decisions when navigating public paths and
roads.

The complete session was structured around two key components:
first, the main immersive and engaging production, and second, a
hands-on, interactive workshop. This follow-up provided learners
with a crucial opportunity to discuss the production’s themes in
depth and directly pose questions to the show's cast members.

Batley Grammar School - Open Day

Batley Grammar School successfully hosted its annual Open
Day for prospective learners and their families considering
joining us in September 2026. The morning was well-attended
despite the miserable weather, demonstrating the high level of
interest in the school and its academic and enrichment
offering.

The event was a true testament to our community spirit, with
all staff members in attendance to offer their support and
expertise, and current learners proudly volunteering their time
as knowledgeable tour guides. The entire school community
collaborated seamlessly to ensure the school was showcased
in its very best light.

The morning offered a comprehensive program designed to
give visitors a real taste of school life.

The event provided prospective families with valuable insight
into the supportive and dynamic environment that awaits new
learners.

PARENT/CARER SUPPORT

Winter Essentials

As the weather turns colder and the winter months approach, we want to share an important
update regarding our community support.

We are pleased to announce that we have secured funding for this year's Winter Essentials
Programme through the charity 'Let June Make a Difference'.

This programme provides brand new, warm winter coats, hats, gloves, scarves, and pyjamas to
children from families facing financial difficulties. Last year, we proudly supported 21 families
across both the Primary and Secondary phase.

If your child requires any of the items above, please contact Mr. Kimberley confidentially at
skimberley@batleygrammar.co.uk by Friday, November 28th. All requests will be provided
discreetly.

Local Support for Parents/Carers of SEND Learners
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https://www.batleygrammar.co.uk/Secondary-Phase-Uniform/
https://www.batleygrammar.co.uk/Safeguarding/
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