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We welcome children joining our Foundation Stage as they begin their journey at Batley Grammar 
School. Although the whole school principles and aims are incorporated into the Reception class, we 
also have our own specific principles and aims which are based on requirements set out in the 
statutory framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS). 

This policy should be read alongside the following policies which together meet all EYFS statutory 
requirements: 

● Trust Safeguarding & Child Protection Policy (covers EYFS requirements for safeguarding &
recruitment)

● Trust Health & Safety Policy (covers EYFS requirements for paediatric first aid, infection control
and risk assessment)

● Trust First Aid Policy (covers EYFS requirements for paediatric first aid and accident reporting)
● Trust Recruitment & Selection Policy (covers EYFS requirements for recruitment checks)
● Trust Intimate Care Policy (covers EYFS requirements for intimate care)
● Trust Online Safety Policy (covers EYFS requirements for online safety)
● Trust Admissions Policy (covers details for admissions into EYFS)
● Trust Attendance Policy (covers details for attendance in EYFS)

Aims for the Early Years: 

This policy aims to ensure: 

● That children access a broad and balanced curriculum that gives them the broad range of
knowledge and skills needed for good progress through school and life

● Quality and consistency in teaching and learning so that every child makes good progress and
no child gets left behind

● A close working partnership between staff and parents and/or carers

● Every child is included and supported through equality of opportunity and anti-discriminatory
practice

 This policy is based on requirements set out in the statutory framework for the Early Years Foundation 
Stage (EYFS) effective from January 2024. 

Inclusion in Early Years classes 

In the Early Years we believe that all children matter. We give our children every opportunity to achieve 
their best. We do this by taking account of our children’s range of experiences when planning their 
learning. 

We set realistic and challenging expectations that meet the needs of our children, so that most go on 
to achieve the Early Learning Goals by the end of the Foundation Stage, and their needs are catered 
for. We achieve this by planning to meet the needs of all our children by: 

● planning opportunities that build upon and extend the children’s knowledge,
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experiences and interests and develop their self-esteem and confidence; 
● using a wide range of teaching strategies based on the children’s learning needs;
● providing a wide range of opportunities to motivate and support  children and help them to

learn effectively;
● providing a safe and supportive learning environment in which the contributions of all children

are valued;
● using resources which reflect diversity and are free from discrimination and stereotyping.

Teaching and Learning 

We plan to teach in such a way as to: 

● Ensure that our children feel secure in the Reception class and develop a sense of well-being
and achievement.

● Ensure all the staff are aware of how children develop and learn, and how this affects their
teaching.

● Offer a range of approaches which provide first hand experiences, give clear explanations,
make appropriate interventions and extend and develop play, talk and/or other means of
communication.

● Offer a carefully planned curriculum based around the prime and specific areas of learning that
help children to achieve the Early Learning Goals by the end of the Foundation Stage.

● Make provision for children to take part in activities that build on and extend their interests and
develop their intellectual, physical, social and emotional abilities.

● Encourage children to communicate and talk about their learning and to develop independence
and self-management.

● Support learning with appropriate and accessible indoor and outdoor space, facilities and
equipment.

● Identify the progress and future learning needs of the children through observations which are
regularly shared with parents.

● Have clear aims for our work, and regular monitoring to be aware of the training needs of all
the Early Years staff.

Play in the Early Years 

Through play our children explore and develop learning, which helps them to: 

● Make sense of the world.
● Practise and build up ideas.
● Learn how to control themselves and understand the need for rules.
● Think creatively alongside other children as well as on their own.
● Communicate with others as they investigate and solve problems.
● Express their emotions and feelings in controlled and safe situations.

Curriculum 

Our early years setting follows the curriculum as outlined in the latest version of the EYFS statutory 
framework that applies from September 2021. 
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The EYFS framework includes 7 areas of learning and development that are equally important and 
inter-connected. However, 3 areas known as the prime areas are seen as particularly important for 
igniting curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, and for building children’s capacity to learn, form 
relationships and thrive.  

The prime areas are: 

●​ Communication and language 

●​ Physical development 

●​ Personal, social and emotional development  

 

The prime areas are strengthened and applied through 4 specific areas: 

●​ Literacy 

●​ Mathematics 

●​ Understanding the world 

●​ Expressive arts and design 

 

Planning 

Staff plan activities and experiences for children that enable children to develop and learn effectively.  

Staff also take into account the individual needs, interests, and stage of development of each child in 
their care, and use this information to plan a challenging and enjoyable experience. Where a child may 
have a special educational need or disability, staff consider whether specialist support is required, 
linking with relevant services from other agencies, where appropriate.  

In planning and guiding children’s activities, staff reflect on the different ways that children learn and 
include these in their practice.  

We have specific long term plans for each area of the Foundation Stage classroom; and Continuous 
Play Area Guidelines, which are displayed in the Reception class.  Long Term plans indicate the themes 
covered over the period of a year and tie into whole school themes, wherever possible.  

The medium term plans are more detailed for each theme covered, these are usually the plans for a 
half term and are specific to the class. Topic plans suggest possible pathways of exploration but it is 
flexible to follow the interests of the pupils.  Similarly, the short term plans provides a more detailed 
weekly plan.  

Towards the end of the Reception year, the balance gradually shifts towards more adult-led activities 
to help children prepare for more formal learning, ready for year 1. 

 

Assessment  

On-going assessment is an integral part of the learning and development processes. Staff observe 
pupils to identify their level of achievement, interests and learning styles. These observations are used 
to shape future planning. Staff also take into account observations shared by parents and/or carers. 
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Within the first 6 weeks that a child starts reception, staff will administer the Reception Baseline 
Assessment (RBA).  

At the end of the EYFS, staff complete the EYFS profile for each child. Pupils are assessed against the 
17 early learning goals, indicating whether they are: 

●​ Meeting expected levels of development 

●​ Not yet reaching expected levels (‘emerging’) 

The profile reflects on-going observations, and discussions with parents and/or carers. The results of 
the profile are shared with parents and/or carers for their child.  

The profile is moderated internally (referring to the Development Matters guidance) and in partnership 
with other local schools, to ensure consistent assessment judgements. EYFS profile data is submitted to 
the local authority.  .  

 

Role of parents/carers 

We believe all parents and carers have an important role to play in the education of their child. We 
recognise the role that parents have played, and their present and future roles in educating their child. 
We do this through: 

●​ talking to parents about their child before their child starts;  
●​ the children having the opportunity to spend time in the Early Years class before they join;  
●​ offering the parents regular opportunities to talk about their child’s progress (almost daily on 

an informal basis); 
●​ encouraging parents to talk to the Early Years staff if they have any concerns; 
●​ formal meetings and progress reports in the Autumn and Spring term and through a formal 

report on their child’s attainment and progress at the end of the school year; 
●​ offering a range of activities that support the involvement of parents. 
●​ involving parents through the use of an online assessment tool. 
●​ assigning a key person who helps to ensure that their learning and care is tailored to meet their 

needs. The key person supports parents and/or carers in guiding their child’s development at 
home. The key person also helps families to engage with more specialist support, if appropriate. 

  

Resources  

We plan a learning environment, both indoors and outdoors, that encourages positive   attitudes to 
play-based learning. 

We use materials and equipment that reflect both the communities our children come from and the 
wider world. We encourage the children to make their own selection of the continuous activities on 
offer, as we believe that this encourages independent learning. We also provide a variety of good 
quality resources to work alongside more teaching directed activities, enabling all children to access 
the learning.  

 

Safeguarding and welfare procedures 
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We promote good oral health, as well as good health in general, in the early years by talking to 
children about: 

●​The effects of eating too many sweet things 

●​The importance of brushing your teeth 

The rest of our safeguarding and welfare procedures are outlined in our Safeguarding and Child 
Protection Policy. 

6 


